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Welcome & 
housekeeping
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Housekeeping 

● Justyna Szeller (RCSLT Host) is on hand to help with 
any technical queries; you can get in touch with 
her via the chat button

● You can send in questions to our speakers today 
by using the Q&A button

● This event is being recorded and will be made 
available on the RCSLT website along with the 
presentation slides
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Aims and agenda

● Introduce the NHS England programme

● Discover how preceptorships, enhanced practice and advanced 
practice are linked

● Find out about enhanced practice and why RCSLT are engaging with 
it

● Gain clarity around advancing practice, especially for 
non-prescribing professionals and those who do not match the 
typical medical model

● Find out how this work links with initiatives from the nations

● To provide feedback and ask specific questions
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NHS England funded 
programme

Sally Cochrane
Programme Manager, RCSLT

#RCSLTLearn



NHSE workforce, education & training

NHSE has provided funding for a programme of work to support 

the ongoing education reform priorities in allied health 

professions (AHPs), aiming to:

● Ensure an effective supply of AHPs, including SLTs

● Provide opportunities to develop their careers

● Achieve improved work satisfaction and increased retention
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NHSE workforce, education & training

Key areas of focus include: 

● Educator workforce
● Curriculum review
● Support workforce
● Career pathways into AHP
● Professional development framework
● Preceptorship & foundation support
● Career development
● Profession-specific focus on key priorities
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From NQP to…

Will Christopher
Project Manager, RCSLT
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From NQP to…



Enhanced practice

Kim Stuart
AHP Professional Development, 
Associate Professor, Coventry 
University

Louise Henstock
Directorate Lead for Teaching and 
Learning, University of Salford
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What we are doing 
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Difference to AP
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Advanced practice

Will Christopher
Project Manager, RCSLT
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What is AP
The purpose of advanced practice is to:
•Improve patient outcomes through more timely and accurate decision 
making
•Address workforce shortages by taking on responsibilities which may 
traditionally fall elsewhere
•Support service efficiency by reducing the need for multiple referrals
•Promote continuity of care which is crucial for offering more 
personalised and consistent care
•Support professional development
•Drive innovation in healthcare
•Support integrated care models
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•Start to consider AP roughly 5 years after EP
•Step before Consultant should you wish to work towards this
•Can complete: level 7 advanced clinical practice degree apprenticeship

•MSc advanced clinical practice
•ePortfolio retrospective route (available until 2025/6)

•Services and strategies will help identify the initial clinical focus 
•Advanced section of Professional Development Framework
•Demonstrate competencies on all 4 pillars 
•Available courses can be found here
•Funding information can be found here

What is AP
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https://www.rcslt.org/members/your-career/advancing-practice/careers-in-advancing-practice/#section-4
https://www.rcslt.org/members/your-career/advancing-practice/careers-in-advancing-practice/#section-5


Advanced practice

Beverley Harden
Deputy Chief Allied Health Professions 
officer, NHS England

Katie Cooper
Regional Faculty Lead for Advancing 
Practice, NHS England 
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Beverley Harden & Katie Cooper



What we are doing
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Difference to EP
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Nations

Will Christopher
Project Manager, RCSLT

#RCSLTLearn



Nations
● Currently funded by NHSE, this work can be used to inform 

establishment of similar roles across the other nations
● CAHPOs across the four nations are working to produce a joint 

statement around creation of advancing practice AHP roles
● We recognise Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland do not 

have access to apprenticeships and we are working with 
colleagues to review potential future opportunities

● NHS education Scotland is currently working on a definition of 
advanced practice for AHPs and has shared a new toolkit on 
Turas

● Health, education and improvement in Wales released the EAC 
framework and HEIW are keen to explore improving 
opportunities in Wales
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Questions
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Evaluation
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www.rcslt.org

Thank you

@ RCSLT
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